
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
December 15, 2021 

 

 City Council of the City of Ephrata, Grant County Washington met in regular 

session on December 15, 2021.   

 

Open House was held at 6:00 p.m. to honor Council Member Mark Wanke for his 32 

years of service as an Ephrata Council Member. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Bruce Reim. 

 

This meeting is also available remotely by phone using the ZOOM call in number and 

City meeting ID. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bruce Reim, Mayor Pro Tem William Coe, Council 

members Mark Wanke, Matt Moore, Sarah McDonnell, Valli 

Millard, Tony Mora and Kathleen Allstot  

 

Staff Present: City Administrator Mike Warren, City Attorney Anna Franz,  

Public Works Director Bill Sangster, Community Development 

Director Dan Leavitt, Community Relations Director Traci 

Bennett, Fire Chief Jeremy Burns, Police Chief Kurt Adkinson, 

and City Clerk/Finance Director Leslie Trachsler 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

No public signed up to speak.  This meeting is being recorded 

 

Agenda: There were no corrections or additions to the agenda. 

 

Presentations:  Mayor Reim presented a plaque to outgoing Council Member Mark 

Wanke thanking him for his dedicated and committed service to the citizens of Ephrata.  

Mark has faithfully served as a City Council Member for 32 consecutive years. 

 

Mark Wanke gave a brief speech reviewing some of the major events and changes that 

have occurred during his time in office and thanked the citizens for entrusting him to 

serve all these years. 

 



Consent Agenda:  Motion was made to approve consent agenda.  (m/s 

Allstot/McDonnell)  Motion carried. 

 

Items on the consent agenda are as follows: 

 

 Claims #94286 through #94341 in the amount of $128,498.26 

 VOID Claim #94285 – printing error $0.00 

 Manual Checks #86122021, 87122021, 88122021, and 89122021 in the amount 

 of $3,151.60 

 EFT in the amount of $23,229.10  

 Minutes of the December 1, 2021 Council meeting 

 Special Event Applications:  None 

 

Public Hearing Resolution 21-014 – Six-Year and Twenty-Year Capital Facilities 

Plan:  Mayor Reim opened public hearing at 7:16 p.m.  Director Leavitt gave a brief staff 

report.  A Capital Facilities Plan is a long range financial plan that allows the City to 

prioritize public projects and identify funding sources for those project.  The Growth 

management Act requires communities plan for capital facilities to ensure adequate levels 

of facilities and services are in place to support development.  The plan does not obligate 

the City to this timeline.  As needs arise and financing opportunities become available 

projects can be moved up or down the timeline.  The Planning Commission has reviewed 

the changes to the Twenty-Year Comprehensive Capital Facilities Plan and recommends 

approval. 

 

There being no public comments, Mayor closed public hearing at 7:18 p.m. 

 

Public Hearing Ordinance 21-19 – Amending EMC 19.22 “Sidewalk Construction 

and Improvement”:  Mayor opened public hearing at 7:18 p.m.  Director Leavitt gave a 

brief staff report.  This amendment provides a more uniform and consistent standard for 

sidewalk construction, improvement variances and special provisions.  An increase of 

development in areas where property was subdivided before the sidewalk requirement 

has prompted the need for the code amendment.  The Washington State Department of 

Commerce has concluded their 60-day review of the proposed amendment. 

 

There being no public comments, Mayor closed public hearing at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Public Hearing Ordinance 21-16 – 90-Day Moratorium on Residential Subdivisions:  
Mayor opened public hearing at 7:20 p.m.  Director Leavitt gave a brief staff report.  In 

accordance with adopted Ordinance 21-16, Council is to hold a public hearing to take 

testimony from the public on the moratorium that was imposed on the acceptance of new 

residential subdivision applications.  The moratorium provides the time needed to 

complete a review of the parks and open space requirements for residential subdivisions 

and to allow for the 60-day review period by the Washington State Department of 

Commerce. 

 



Director Leavitt discussed the drafted amendment to Chapter 18 regarding park fees and 

open space requirements. The proposed amendment for the fee in lieu of land dedication 

for parks and open space is $1,800 per residential lot.  The fee would be held in a reserve 

account and could only be used to fund capital improvements for park facilities and shall 

be spent within six years of collection. 

 

Public comments:  Paul Dart of Briar Investments in Moses Lake addressed Council on 

behalf of an investor who is developing land off Railroad Avenue.  He expressed their 

surprise and disappointment at finding out that there was a moratorium and that there will 

be a fee for each lot.  He asked if this was set in stone and commented that the $1800 fee 

has caught them off guard.   

 

Council discussion ensued regarding the timing of when the fees are paid; the need for 

the increased fees; new developments impact on the Parks system; how the fees should be 

assessed; and what would be a fair and equitable fee. 

 

Council consensus is that the current fee is too low and needs to be increased; fees should 

be collected before final recording/acceptance of the plat; and settled to move forward 

with the proposed flat fee of $1800 per lot. 

 

There being no further comments, Mayor closed public hearing at 8:06 p.m. 

 

Ordinance 21-17 – “Fee Schedule and Charges for City Services”:  The Council’s 

philosophy has been to make small incremental increases to the City’s fees and charges 

on a yearly basis by the amount of CPI.  All rates have been increased by 6% with the 

exception of the sewer fees which increased 8% to cover the construction loan for system 

improvements; fee for Easement Vacation Requests to reflect actual staff time and costs; 

and Splash Zone rates were increased 11.83% due to the increase in minimum wage. 

 

Motion to approve and accept Ordinance 21-17 amending EMC 3.35 entitled “Fee 

Schedule and Charges for City Services”.  (m/s Coe/McDonnell)  Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance 21-18 – 2021 Budget Supplemental Appropriation:  This budget 

amendment addresses the legal obligation we have to adopt a budget that reflects all 

expenses known and unanticipated.  The reflected increases are associated with the 

increased insurance premium; increased MACC dispatching fees; reallocation of 

personnel costs; library service fee; increased project costs; costs for chemicals; small 

equipment and supplies; and increased utility and B&O Taxes. 

 

Motion to approve and accept Ordinance 21-18 amending the 2021 Budget and 

authorizing the expenditure of said funds.  (m/s Allstot/Mora)  Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance 21-19 – Amending EMC 19.22 “Sidewalk Construction and 

Improvement”:  Motion to approve and accept Ordinance 21-19 amending EMC 19.22 

entitled “Sidewalk Construction and Improvement”.  (m/s Coe/Moore)  Council 

discussion ensued regarding this section of Code which creates a piece meal of sidewalks 



and in some areas there is no available way to put a sidewalk in.  There is a need to 

establish a better way to fill in the missing sidewalk links.  Legal counsel advised that 

this ordinance establishes a standard for the assessment of the fees and does not address 

the piecemealing of sidewalks.  Coe, Mora voted Aye; Moore, Wanke, Allstot, 

McDonnell and Millard voted nay.  Motion failed. 

 

Resolution 21-014 – Six-Year and Twenty-Year Capital Facilities Plan:  Motion to 

approve and accept Resolution 21-014 2022 Update of the Six-Year Capital Facilities 

Plan.  (m/s Moore/Millard)  Council discussion ensued regarding the new city facility and 

where are we in the process.  Mayor advised that funding of course is an issue.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Resolution 21-013 – Vacation of Public Utility Easement Continued:  Staff requests 

additional time for further research.  Motion to table.  (m/s Millard/McDonnell)  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approve Agreement with Grant County Health District:  Administrator Warren 

advised that the Grant County Health District has requested an increase in the City’s 

yearly support from $2 to $3 per citizen.   

 

Motion to authorize Administration to execute Agreement with Grant County Health 

District for 2022 at the requested $3 per citizen.  (m/s Wanke/McDonnell)  Motion 

carried. 

 

Accept anonymous donation for Recreation Scholarships:  Director Bennett advised 

Council that the Recreation Department received a $400 donation to be used for 

recreation scholarships.  All donations must be accepted by Council. 

 

Motion to accept anonymous donation for $400 for recreation scholarships.  (m/s 

Mora/Millard)  Motion carried. 

 

Confirm Mayor’s appointment to the Parks Commission:  Motion to confirm Mayor 

Reim’s appointment of Carrie Wanke to the Parks Commission.  (m/s Wanke/Moore)  

Motion carried. 

 

City Administrator Report: 
 

There being no further business Council member Wanke motioned to adjourned the 

meeting at 8:40 p.m. seconded by Allstot.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

                                          Bruce Reim, Mayor  

 

 



ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Leslie Trachsler, City Clerk 


